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I do not support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents or 

those with caring responsibility for a child. 

In no way do I condone child abuse or the unreasonable use of physical punishment, 

however, I believe a parent should be able to use a light smack to discipline a child under 

certain circumstances. Young children do not have the same awareness of risk and danger 

as an adult and therefore, until they can understand such things, it is the parents’ 

responsibility to teach their child what is and isn’t safe. Part of this teaching process, 

alongside good communication and being an example, is disciplining their child when they 

do something which is not safe. For some children, a stern talking to may be effective but 

for other children, who do not respond to other forms of discipline, a light smack may be 

required as a last resort to help them understand the serious consequences their action 

could have had and to deter them from repeating the same action again. One example of a 

situation where this may apply is when teaching a child not to run out onto the road without 

looking. An adult knows not to do this as they may be hit by a moving vehicle and seriously 

injured or killed. A young child on the other hand has not yet learnt the potential 

consequences of this and therefore a parent needs to teach them this to keep them from 

danger. For some children this may require a light smack and I think this should be 

available to parents to use as a last resort method of discipline. This is actually a loving 

thing for the parent to do as the aim is to protect their child from danger and it is done in a 

controlled and considered way, not in a fit of rage or anger. If this Bill was passed these 

loving parents would be criminalised while changing nothing for unloving parents who are 

genuinely abusing their children. Parents should have primary responsibility for their 

children and their upbringing and this Bill, if passed, would result in the state interfering in 

family life in a way I feel would be detrimental not beneficial to children and society. The 

country also have a limited number of resources (e.g. social workers and police) which 

would be better used to investigate and protect children who are being genuinely abused 

rather than investigating parents who have chosen to use a light smack in a specific 

circumstance to discipline a child. Of all the parents I have spoken to about this Bill, none 

think that smacking should be banned and all think that parents should be able to choose 

this as a method of discipline when necessary to protect their child, who they love dearly, 

from danger. 
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